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For Immediate Release
September 9, 2018

Press Release: Notice of Public Fatality Inquiry on the RCMP Shooting Death
of Daniel Charland, Cold Lake First Nations Member

On August 15, 2013, a Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) officer shot and killed Daniel Charland,
a Cold Lake First Nations (CLFN) member. The shooting occurred at the CLFN English Bay Reserve in
the home of Daniel’s mother, Elise Charland, an elder of CLFN. Shortly prior to the shooting, the RCMP
obtained a “Feeney Warrant” from a Justice of the Peace to enter Elise’s home unannounced to arrest
Daniel for alleged criminal offences. Two officers subsequently entered Elise’s home without knocking
or announcement and one officer fatally shot Daniel within seconds of entering.

The actions of the RCMP led to tragedy for Daniel’s family, including his mother Elise, his brother Ira
Charland and Ira’s partner, the latter two of whom were both present in the home watching a movie with
Daniel immediately before he was fatally shot in front of them.

Daniel’s death and its circumstances also negatively impacted CLFN’s relationship with the RCMP.
“Unfortunately, it is this type of tragedy that perpetuates a relationship of distrust between the authorities
and our communities,” said CLFN Councillor Dean Janvier. Councillor Janvier sees this incident as an
indicator that the RCMP need to review some of their processes immediately, especially as they pertain to
Indigenous peoples and matters occurring on-reserve: “Daniel Charland’s death was avoidable. There are
many cases like this across the country where our Indigenous people are suffering the same, unnecessary
fate. Something needs to change.”

From September 17, 2018 to September 19, 2018, a Public Fatality Inquiry into the circumstances of
Daniel’s death will take place starting at 10:00 am at the Courthouse in St. Paul, Alberta. A Provincial
Court Judge will conduct the Inquiry. The Judge’s report under Alberta’s Fatality Inquiries Act may
provide recommendations to prevent deaths like Daniel’s in the future.

Too many Indigenous persons, particularly men, are dying at the hands of police officers. Between 2010
and 2017, of the individuals in Alberta who died at the hands of a police officer, more than 25% were
Indigenous, despite only making up 7% of Alberta’s population. The data paint an even bleaker picture
for Indigenous persons in Saskatchewan and Manitoba. CLFN views the Inquiry into Daniel Charland’s
death as an opportunity to shed light on this crisis and lead to recommendations to limit and reduce the
needless deaths of Indigenous men.
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