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2022 Year In Review

 - January 2022

New Luwechok Túwé Dialect Dictionary Completed

After almost three long years 
of research and consulting, the 
Łuwechok Túwé Dialect Denesųłiné 
Dictionary is printed and available 
for the community. 

The project which is born from the 
CLFNS mission statement:

“Sekwi t’ąhi ʔąłu ghedełi beba” 

“Yedariyihe Łuéchogh Túé 
Denesųłįné neją nuh k’e ninuxįnila 
nit’a ełk’esį nuhnéné k’e xąk’ahuldu, 
hok’esoredliʔu, eyi hot’a sehoʔą. 
Nuhxeyatíeʔu, nuch’aníeʔu, t’ąt’u 
eghasoredi besets’udi xa yąnįsįʔu, 
duhų, xeł tth’i yąnathe t’ahots’ęn 

hots’ęn Denesųłįné dahidlį. Ekohuʔą 
sį. Hok’etł’a hule hots’en”. 

“…For the Unborn Children 
Travelling Towards us” 

“The Creator placed the Łuéchogh 
Túé Denesųłįnę equally on this land 
to freely govern ourselves with 
respect, honour, harmony, and to 
uphold and maintain our Denesųłįné
language, culture and beliefs, 
for generations to come. That’s 
the way things are until there  is 
no tomorrow”, seeks to create a 
permanent historical archive of the 
language that once flourish through 
out western Turtle Island.

The dictionary is a culmination of 
the linguistic knowledge of several 
fluent Cold Lake First Nations Elders, 
Roman Orthography, and elements 
of South Slavey Education Division 
and Elford and Elford Chipewan 
Dictionaries. 

Future plans are to have the 
dictionary converted to a digital 
multimedia archive that can be 
accessed on-line, for all future 
generations.

If you would like a printed copy, 
please contact the Language and 
Culture Department at 780-594-
7168.
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Students Celebrate Completion Of Construction And Trades Readiness Program

Twenty students from five 
northern Indigenous communities 
are celebrating the successful 
completion of Cenovus Energy’s 
Construction and Trades Readiness 
Program. Launched in partnership 
with Portage College in March 
2021 as part of our Indigenous 
Housing Initiative, the program’s 
goal is to provide community-based 
construction and trades training for 
individuals in the Initiative’s partner 
communities.

“At the heart of the Indigenous 
Housing Initiative’s success is the 
fact the project is community-led,” 
says Trent Zacharias, Director, 
Community & Indigenous Affairs 
at Cenovus. “The Initiative’s 
Construction and Trades Readiness 
Program is a key way for us to 
support the communities in building 
skills to assist with ongoing home 
maintenance and construction.”

Portage College developed the 
curriculum, ensuring the program 
could be delivered both in-person 
and virtually during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Programming for all 
communities was divided into two 
components: academic readiness 
and trades exposure. Throughout 
this process, we coordinated with 
the College to ensure every student 
had proper computer equipment 
and internet connectivity.

The academic readiness component 
initially focused on identifying 
individual goals, building 
relationships between the instructor 
and students and exploring the 
needs of each student. It then moved 

to training focused on the math, 
science and communication skills 
necessary for employment in trades 
and the completion of the trades 
entrance exam.

During the trades exposure, students 
were tasked with rebuilding certain 
structures within the community 
as well as the construction of a 
community-based legacy project. 
The partner communities were 
involved in the entire construction 
process, with many trades-certified 
community members either leading 
or directing the build. Each legacy 
project was unique and included:

Construction and Trades Readiness 
Program

Cold Lake First Nations - the 
community wanted to construct a 
tiny home by reclaiming a Quonset. 
The build focused on carpentry, 
with students working with other 
tradesmen (such as electricians).
Beaver Lake - the students built a 

large greenhouse for the community. 
Given the size of the project, students 
learned construction skills and were 
introduced to heavy equipment 
operations.

Heart Lake - the community wanted 
to construct a community pavilion 
outside of the band office, in addition 
to several picnic tables. Students 
had the opportunity to observe and 
support other tradesmen.

Conklin – the community decided 
on a tiny home build. Working 
together, students were involved in a 
variety of tasks involved in the home 
construction.

The final group of students completed 
their project in October.

Building on the program’s success, 
Cenovus will partner with Portage 
College again in 2022 to launch 
another 24-week program for the 
Initiative’s partner communities.

 https://www.cenovus.com/news/our-stories/students-celebrate-completion-of-construction-and-trades-readiness-program.html

~ Roof trusses being installed on the mini home project.
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Our Children Are Home

7 years of no family Christmas, 
no birthdays, no Treaty Days 
and no connection to our 
history and culture. 7 long 
years of being a ward of the 
Province of Alberta has finally 
come to an end for at least one 
family on CLFNS.

Tears of joy streamed down 
the faces of children and 
parents alike during the sacred  
“Coming Home Blanket 
Ceremony” that was recently 
held at the Hotel Dene and 
Conference Center. 

The ceremony was a 

celebration, a victory for the 
families who had to endure 
years of CFS interventions and 
roadblocks. With the help and 
determination of the warrior 
spirited ladies of the FCSS 
department , the war was won 
and several children were 
returned home. 

Connie Santos, Director of 
the FCSS department, has 
had to rely on unconventional 
methods to ensure the safe 
return of our Nation’s children. 

“We are not going to do this 
the thot’ine way, we are going 

~  A mother and her newly reunited child during the Coming Home Ceremony.

to do this the DENE way” she 
said during her impassioned 
speech  at the ceremony.

For several decades it has been 
known that CFS and Provincial 
run child care facilities have 
misused First Nation children 
for monetary gain. Over 
50% of children in foster 
care (under 14yrs old) are 
Indigenous and with that come 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
in Federal funding that flows 
to the Province of Alberta and 
into the hands of foster care 
providers. 

 - March 2022
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Our Children Are Home (cont)

organizations are massive and 
removing the primary source of 
funding (our children) is a war 
that is not easily won, because 
nobody wants to give up their 
paycheck.

Bill C-92 seeks to return the 
children and the funding back 

~ The team at FCSS who is fighting diligently for the return of our Nation’s  children.

to the Nation, but the Province 
has been stalling negotiations 
and forcing non-disclosure 
agreements with Nations who 
have managed to create their 
own child service programs. As 

CFS will still be operational for 
non-nation children, they have 
been attempting to retain total 
control of off-reserve children 
and over arching control for 
the children on the Nation.

These negotiations are 
continuing and Tribal Chiefs 

Ventures Inc. (TCVI) is working 
diligently to develop custom 
laws and programs for us and 
fellow member nations.

Until such laws are passed, 

programs are developed., 
and First Nation children are 
freed from the control of the 
Provinces, our team at FCSS 
will continue to fight for our 
families and our children.

Over the last couple years, 
they have rescued 17 children 
from foster care, and reunited 
7 families.

The Coming Home Blanket 
Ceremony was an emotional 
journey for everyone involved, 
powerful songs, deep spiritual 
healing and the beginning of 
a new life for the children of 
CLFNS. 

With the new Mental Wellness 
facility, Fitness Center and 
Youth Center, the Nation is 
working hard to ensure that 
these children have a safe and 
health community to grow up 
in.
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New Łuéchogh Túé Community News App
 -April 2022

In today’s modern world, 
mobile phones and tablets 
have taken over our everyday
lives. The majority of adults 
and most teenagers have all 
of the world’s knowledge at 
their finger tips, from important 
emergency alerts to funny cat 
videos, there is almost nothing 
that can’t be found through 
your mobile device.

CLFNS is harnessing this direct
communication potential with 
the upcoming launch of the new 
“Łuéchogh Túé Community 
News” app. The recent 
pandemic has highlighted 
the need for faster and more 
accurate communications, 
with the ensuing lock-down, 

CLFNS had to rely solely 
on social media posts and 
Youtube updates to reach the 
community. In response, the 
Nation is soon launching it’s 
own Community News mobile 
phone app .

The new, free app, will be 
the Nation’s go to source for 
all information pertaining 
to CLFNS and our affiliates. 
Once downloaded, The app 
will provide CLFNS members 
with exclusive updates and 
information through “push 
notifications” that appear 
directly on your mobile phone 
or tablet screen.
Users will be able read news, 
keep up with events, download

and send documents and 
complete important forms and 
surveys, all with a few taps of 
the app screen.

The Nation will still utilize the 
CLFNS website, Facebook, 
Youtube but all of the content 
will be aggregated into the 
new app.

The app is scheduled to 
launch later this month and 
once launched, members are 
encouraged to download it 
on either IOS or Android and 
create a user profile. Once 
approved, members will be 
able to access all of the apps 
features.
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Treaty Days Returns With 3 Days Of Celebrations!

Everyone’s favourite annual 
event is returning to it’s roots 
with  3 days of jam-packed 
family fun and excitement!

This year’s Treaty Days will 
be bringing back the classics; 
“Canoe Tug o’ War” “Beach 
Vollyball” “Lumberjack/Jill” 
and the popular “Cram The 
Car” in what’s sure to be an 
excitingly busy weekend. 

New to this year will be the 
addition of a “Children’s 
Play Place” and “Historical 
Gallery” at the the English 
Bay Centre, where a copies 

of the original, signed Treaty 
Documents will be displayed 
as well as art pieces related to 
CLFNS.

The weekend’s events will be 
based around the “3 Circles” of 
past, present and future. Friday 
(past) being the day where 
most of the traditional events 
will take place like; “Opening 
Ceremonies”, “Annuity 
Payments”, “Traditional 
Feast”, “Traditional Games”, 
“Tea Dance” and fiddle based 
entertainment.

Saturday (present), will focus 

~ A young participant giving it his all in a traditional children’s game.

on the more modern events, 
like “Cram The Car” and the 
majority of the sporting events
as well as the “Children’s Play 
Place” “MEGA Movie Under 
The Stars” and the “Fireworks 
Display”.

Sunday (future) will focus 
entirely on the youth as we 
wind down the weekend with 
an assortment of children’s 
games and entertainment.

 -June 2022
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Activities in St. Paul began
with a pipe ceremony 
at Mannawanis Native 
Friendship Centre at 1:00. 
Later in the afternoon, a 
“Walk for Friendship” made 
its way from the UFO Landing 
Pad to Lions Park downtown, 
where everyone was welcome 
to enjoy a barbecue along 
with drumming and dancing 
performances.

“Country Storm” featuring 
Nathan Steinhauer performed 
in the evening.

In Bonnyville, people filled 
the R.J. Lalonde arena for an 
afternoon celebration that 
included a Grand Entry and 
cultural performances. 

And in Cold Lake, Primco Dene 
Group of Companies hosted 
a barbecue with everyone 
welcome. More than 1,000 

people attended.

Primco’s president James 
Blackman said the celebrations 
were welcome and important.
“It’s about Indigenous people 
around Canada and bringing 
awareness to the culture, and 
trying to get people together 
in a wholesome place where 
people are feeling good about 
themselves—trying to have 
good times and good laughs, 
just like traditionally how 

National Indigenous Peoples Day Draws Big Crowds In Lakeland

~ Traditional dancers entertain the crowd at National Indigenous Peoples Day.

 -June 2022
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everybody would treat each 
other,” he said.

There were representatives 
from Cold Lake city council 
and M.D. of Bonnyville council 
on hand, as well as people 
from all over the region. In 
addition to the free barbecue, 
approximately 1,200 Every 

Child Matters T-shirts were 
given away. Blackman said 
gatherings like this are an 
important way to deal with 
ongoing issues.

“There’s no other way,” he said. 
“You’re bringing awareness to 
the issues, but primarily you’re 
bringing people together.

“Reconciliation is getting closer 
and closer to completion. It’s 
never going to be perfect, but 
it’s definitely moving forward. 
And days like this are days 
where we can bring that 
together,” he said.

National Indigenous Peoples Day Draws Big Crowds In Lakeland (cont)

~ The crowd joins in a large round dance.

https://respectnews.ca/news/national-indigenous-peoples-day-

draws-big-crowds-in-lakeland/



Cold Lake First Nations Newsletter 10 

2022 Year In Review

New Chief And Council Sworn In

The newly-elected chief and 
council took their oaths of 
office at the Treaty Days 
opening ceremony this past 
month. Kelsey Jacko won the 
recent election for chief with a 
wide margin. In the following 
election for six councillors, 
CLFN members elected Loretta 
Angnaluak (Muskego); 
Deion Blackman; Jacinta 
Janvier; Bernice Martial; 
Travis Matchatis; and with 
overwhelming support, Eliza 
Minoose-Flores.

As the new chief, an emotional 
Jacko had a traditional feather 
bonnet placed on his head. He 
and the councillors were then 
presented with individualized 
star blankets, with each design 
reflecting a traditional core 
value. 

The ceremony was a powerful 
one as tears of pride on honour 
could be seen on the face of 
the new Chief. 

Chief Jacko’s message for the 

community was clear, 
“We need to get back to 
loving each other, and working 
together.” 

It’s been a long journey for 
Jacko, as his first two terms 
on council were met with 
controversy and his last  with 
the challenge of the COVID-19 
pandemic, he’s fought hard 
for this community and his 
determination and love has not 
gone unnoticed.

- Newly elected Chief Kelsey Jacko receives the sacred headdress.

 -July 2022
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CLFNS Girls Bring Home Medals At Alberta Indigenous Games

Terri Desjarlais, Summer 
Desjarlais, Cosirii Desjarlais, 
Hayden Cardinal, Tyra 
Memnook , Kaylee Charland-
Memnook, Marley Metchewais 
and Whitney Janvier all played 
in the Intermediate volleyball 
girls division at the 2022 Alberta 
Indigenous Games in Edmonton. 
They placed 7th out of 26 teams.

The girls fought valiantly, playing  
against older teams and did not 
get any practice together except 
the day before the tournament.  
Even with the odds stacked 
against them, the girls did well in 
the playoffs and came very close 

to winning medals in the main 
tournament.

The girls also place 3rd in 
the Junior Division for Beach 
Volleyball. They fought hard and 
almost made it to the first and 
second match  in a round robin 
beach volleyball tournament. 
They won 3rd place on August 
15. The Cold Lake Volleyball 
Team received  a bronze medal 
for beach volleyball.

Summer Desjarlais , Kaylee 
Charland-Memnook and Cosirii 
Desjarlais also placed 2nd for 
Soccer at Rundle Park from 

August 12-14.  These three girls 
received a silver medal.

Additionally, on August 15 and 
16, Kaylee Charland-Memnook 
received 3 medals for Track and 
Field. She received Gold for the 
4x100 relay race, Silver for Long 
Jump, And Bronze for the 100m 
dash. 

On behalf of the pretty little hitters 
team we would like to say thanks 
for all the donations of bottles 
and money from various people,  
a lot of drivers to and from the 
games,  money from Primco and 
CLFN. 

- L-R Kaylee Memnook-Charland, Summer Desjarlais, and Cosirii Desjarlais proudly pose with their new silver medals. 

 -August 2022
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10K Fun Run A Huge Success!

On Sept 10th 2022 a 10k Walk 
and Run was held here in Cold 
Lake First Nations. 

We had 120 people sign in and 
hit the trail, encouraging all skill 
levels to take part. Many people 
brought their kids, and the event 
was enjoyed by all ages.

Notice all the bright colours? 
We had a contest for who 
could dress the most colourful! 
Along with creative costumes of 
course. There were many laughs 

shared and it was a good way to 
encourage people to participate 
so even if some could only walk 
the trail they were still eligible to 
win prizes!

We even added a cultural 
element where we asked all in 
attendance to come up to the 
microphone and share some 
words they knew in Dene so we 
could all learn as a group. This 
portion was overseen by one of 
our fluent Dene speakers in the 
community, Lynda Minoose.

After the run we had a BBQ and 
the kids had a chance to win toys 
by entering a colouring contest. 
It was a great day and we’re 
already planning for next year.

The event was sponsored by 
ISCA, KSR department of the 
U of A, with Seven Lakes, and 
Primco donating to our prize 
pool. Casino Dene provided the 
BBQ afterwards.

Hosted by Trainer Jesse Bird and 
the CLFN Fitness Centre.

 - September 2022
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Trades And Readiness Program Graduation

On September 15, 2022, 
we celebrated the hard 
work and commitment 
of Patti Wheaton, Robin 
Martial, Teddy Grandbois, 
and Valerie Martial. The 
program was a collaborative 
effort to train CLFNs 
members by providing them 
with the necessary support, 
skills, and tools to achieve 
their goals successfully. 
The total program started 

on February 28th, 2022. 
This was when the students 
who needed academic 
upgrading through Portage 
College began until April 
22nd, 2022. The safety 
training component ran 
from April 25th to May 6th. 
Upon completing the safety 
training, the work team 
constructed a greenhouse 
for the CLFNs Youth Centre 
and a gazebo for the FCSS 
Department. The project’s 
execution phase lasted from 
mid-May until August 16th, 
2022, when the CLFNs 
student team wrapped up 
the operation. 

We are thrilled to have the 

opportunity to successfully 
work alongside industry 
partners to implement 
employment and training 
programs for our 
CLFNs members. These 
opportunities are vital to 
the ongoing success of our 
trainees to maximize the 
potential to create long-term 
jobs. Therefore, supporting 
our former and future 
students ensures they have 
the foundation to achieve 
favourable outcomes. This 
is part of our initiative 
to increase the number 
of housing construction 
tradespeople with the goal 
of our people building our 
own homes. 

 - September 2022
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“Three Circles” Premier a Triumphant  Success!

It was a night to be 
remembered, as the long 
awaited documentary film 
“Three Circles – The Past, 
Present and Future of the 
Denesułiné of  Łuéchogh 
Túé” finally made it’s public 
debut. 

The night was a celebration 
of our success, coinciding 
with the grand opening of our 
new high tech, multimedia 
council chambers, the film 
debut highlights our growth 
and ability to overcome 

adversity as our Nation 
enters into the third circle 
“the future”.

Showing along side our 
film was a special screening 
of “Guitar Lessons”, the 

film (shot in Alberta with 
a mostly indigenous cast) 
was making its way through 
small town theatres when a 
chance email to producer 
Aaron James, opened the 
door for a screening on our 
very own Nation.

To top the evening off, Aaron 
and film star & comedian 
Conway Kootenay made a 
personal appearance and 
hosted a special Q+A and 

autograph session with the 
audience. 

The premier was a night of 
pride, honour and robust, 
heart-warming laughs 
(mostly because of Conway) 
and was a perfect way to 
present our film to the world.

Future screenings of “Three 
Circle” are being planned in 
the Edmonton area, as well 
as a limited local theatrical 

release.  Until then, the trailer 
can be found on the Cold 
lake First Nations Youtube 
page but the film itself will 
not be available online.

Thank you to Tri-Rez Grader 
Division, Primco Dene and 
Casino Dene for  sponsoring 
this historic event!

- Winner Connie Santos poses with her new “Guitar Lessons” autographed guitar (LEFT) and Conway signs “real deadly” autograph for a fan (RIGHT).”

 - October 2022
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Christmas Makes A Big Return to Cold Lake First Nations!

Christmas returned to 
CLFNS with a bang as our 
entire community came out 
to celebrate all the things 
that make the festive season 
special. 

This year was filled with all 
kinds of Christmas themed 

events, the Nation was lit up 
far and wide with the return 
of the annual Christmas 
Lights Contest & Decorative 
Window Challenge and 
our Facebook page was 
bursting with cheer during 
the new Urban Members 
Christmas Spirit Contest.

in our per capita Christmas 
Distributions to help every 
single member of CLFNS 
as well as an incredible, 
industry sponsored 
Christmas Hamper Gift 
Card program that seen 
830 CLFNS families each 
receive a $100 gift card (to 
help offset the rising cost of 
Christmas Dinner).

Dinners were a must with 
Community Christmas 
Dinners for both on and off-
reserve members, where 
all of our families gathered 
and rejoiced in finally being 
able spend time together. 
After the dinners, the kids 
were delighted by a surprise 

visit from Santa made sure 
to bring a gift for every girl 
and boy. Several children 
had an extra special day 
as as they became winners 
of incredible door prizes 
donated by Primco Dene, 
7-Lakes, and Casino Dene.

The Nation was also able to 
provide a one time increase 

This year was an incredible 
success and it took a lot 
of man power, financial 
support and generosity to 
make it happen. 

Thank you to everyone 
that came out a celebrated 
and thank you to everyone 
that contributed to this 
monumental occasion.

- Chief Kelsey Jacko with the winners of the Community Christmas Dinner door prize.

 - December 2022
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Industry Makes Major Contributions To CLFNS Christmas
CLFN businesses, along 
with dedicated industry 
partners, made substantial 
financial contributions to this 
year’s Christmas programs. 
It is with their generosity  

that 830 families each 
received $100 Christmas 
Hamper Gift Cards along 
with contributing to two 
Community Christmas 
Dinners and our annual 

Holiday Disbursements.

CLFN thanks everone who 
helped make this year a 
resounding success!

- Bob Clark from Pure Environmental presents Counilor Eliza Flores with a donation of $1500 to the CLFNS Christmas Hamper Program.
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Emergency Contact List
POLICE EMERGENCY CALL 911 

HEALTH LINK 
DIAL 811

Cold Lake R.C.M.P. 
24 Hours 780-594-3301
Office Hours 780-594-3302 

Victims Services 
Dave Zimmerman 780-594-3302 ext.3

Cold Lake Ambulance Authority 
780-594-6674 

Cold Lake Healthcare Centre 
780-639-3322

Bonnyville Health Centre 
780-826-3311
 
CLFN Emergency Management 
 780-594-7184

CLFN Health Centre   
780-594-2473  

Dene Wellness  
780-594-1471

FCSS 
780-594-7186

Youth Center 
780-594-7111

Le Goff School
780-594-3733

Integrated Services
780-594-8723

Public Works
780-594-1073

Dangerous Goods 
24 Hours 1-800-272-9600 

Poison Centre 24 Hours 
1-800-332-1414 

CANADA SUICIDE PREVENTION 
1-833-456-4566 OR TEXT 45645

Power Outages Atco Electric 
1-800-668-5506 

Gas Emergencies Northeast Gas 
780-826-4002 

Alberta One-Call 
1-800-242-3447

Petro Canada Station
780-594-1661


