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In-Depth

“The Nation” Begins Production

Aaron James Sorensen, 
known for his work on “Guitar 
Lessons” and “Hank Williams 
First Nation,” is now in 
production of his new TV show 
titled “The Nation,” starring 
Conway Kootenay, who also 
appeared in “Guitar Lessons” 
and hosts the “All Things 
Deadly Podcast”. The show 
takes a comedic approach 
to the daily operations of 
the fictional “Deep Lake First 
Nation.” The premise follows 
the hockey-loving Chief, 
played by Conway Kootenay, 
as he takes a strong stance on 
the sovereignty of his nation, 
working tirelessly with his 
security team to protect its 
borders.

The six-episode pilot will 
feature a diverse array of 
regional and local Indigenous 
talent both on and off-screen, 
with production scheduled to 
begin in early May for a full 
six weeks of shooting. During 
this time, certain areas will 

be closed off to the public for 
filming, including the English 
Bay Center and English Bay 
Grounds, but residents need 
not worry as any “border 
blockades” will be simply film 
props and not a cause for 
concern.

The production of “The Nation” 
had been in development 
for a considerable period, 
but one key element that 
was required was a genuine 
First Nations community as a 

filming location. The search for 
a suitable location had been 
ongoing until an opportunity 
presented itself during the 
grand opening of the newly 
renovated Council Chambers 
in Cold Lake First Nations. The 
event featured a screening of 
the independent film “Guitar 
Lessons” directed by Aaron 
James Sorensen and starring 
Conway Kootenay, and the 
“Three Circles” documentary. 
The invitation was extended 
to the pair to showcase their 

The filming of the new TV show  “The Nation” in Cold Lake First Nations has sparked 
excitement and anticipation within our community. Members are thrilled to see their 
traditions and culture showcased on a global platform and are looking forward to the 
economic opportunities and positive impact on our community’s identity and pride.

~ The preliminary logo for the new TV series “The Nation”
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In- Depth

“The Nation” Begins Production (cont)

work, and it was during this 
event that the idea of filming 
“The Nation” in Cold Lake 
First Nations was born. The 
community’s warm reception 
and supportive attitude 
towards the project made it a 
perfect fit for the show, and 
the long search for a filming 
location came to an end.

The filming of “The Nation” is 
expected to bring numerous 
benefits to our community. 
It provides an opportunity 
to showcase the rich culture 
and traditions of the First 

Nations people to a global 
audience, promoting 
greater understanding and 
appreciation of our heritage. 
Additionally, the production 
will generate employment 
opportunities for locals both 
in front of and behind the 
camera, injecting much-
needed revenue into the local 
economy. Furthermore, the use 
of local Indigenous talent is a 
positive step towards greater 
representation and inclusion in 
the film industry.

Overall, the filming of “The 

Nation” is expected to have a 
significant positive impact on 
our community, both culturally 
and economically, plus it’s an 
amazing experience for our 
community and our members. 
It’s an opportunity to highlight 
our unique story and provide 
a platform for our Indigenous 
talent to shine. We look 
forward to welcoming the cast 
and crew of “The Nation” to 
our community and working 
together to create something 
truly special.

~ Conway Kootenay (LEFT) and Aaron James  Sorensen (RIGHT) at the premier of “Three Circles”
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Community News

Wildfires can cause significant damage to the environment, homes, and even human 
life. It’s essential to take them seriously and be prepared in case of an evacuation. 
The Alberta Government’s information on how to prepare for a wildfire evacuation 
includes things like making a plan with your family, packing essential items like water 
and medications, and being aware of emergency alerts and evacuation routes. By 
taking these steps, you can help protect yourself and your loved ones during a wildfire 
emergency.



Community News

Cold Lake First Nations Newsletter  5 



6  Cold Lake First Nations Newsletter

Community News
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Department Updates

Youth And Family Calendar
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1.  
Admin day in 

office 

2. 

No 
Programming 

3. 
Red Willow 

Picking 

4. 
Mothers Day 

Crafts 

5. 
No Program 

6. 
 
 
 
 

7. 
 
 
 
 

8. 
Soaring 

Indigenous 
Youth 

Gathering 

9. 
Soaring 

Indigenous 
Youth 

Gathering 

10. 
TCCFS East 

Society 
Conference 

11. 
TCCFS East 

Society 
Conference 

 
 

12.  
Payday Pot 

 

13. 
 

14. 
 
 
 
 

15. 
Admin day in 

office 

16 17 
Green House 

Week 

18 
Flower people 

Project 
 
 

19. 
No Program 

20 
 

21. 
 
 
 
 

22. 
Admin day in 

office 

23. 
Duck egg 
Hunting 
5-7pm

 

24. 
Baking Pies 

5-7pm 

 

25. 
Outdoor fun 

at Legoff 
School 
5-7pm 

26. 
No Program  

27. 
 

28. 
 
 
 
 

29.  
Admin day in 

office 

30. 
Movie 
5-7pm 

31. 
Cook Bannock on 

Stick 
5-7pm 

   

 

Please Call to register for programs at 780-594-7111  

Children 12 and under need to be accompanied by parent/ Guardian.  
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Emergency Contact List
POLICE EMERGENCY CALL 911 

HEALTH LINK 
DIAL 811

Cold Lake R.C.M.P. 
24 Hours 780-594-3301
Office Hours 780-594-3302 

Victims Services 
Dave Zimmerman 780-594-3302 ext.3

Cold Lake Ambulance Authority 
780-594-6674 

Cold Lake Healthcare Centre 
780-639-3322

Bonnyville Health Centre 
780-826-3311
 
CLFN Emergency Management 
 780-594-7184

CLFN Health Centre   
780-594-2473  

Dene Wellness 	
780-594-1471

FCSS	
780-594-7186

Youth Center	
780-594-7111

Le Goff School
780-594-3733

Integrated Services
780-594-8723

Public Works
780-594-1073

Dangerous Goods 
24 Hours 1-800-272-9600 

Poison Centre 24 Hours 
1-800-332-1414 

CANADA SUICIDE PREVENTION 
1-833-456-4566 OR TEXT 45645

Power Outages Atco Electric 
1-800-668-5506 

Gas Emergencies Northeast Gas 
780-826-4002 

Alberta One-Call 
1-800-242-3447

Petro Canada Station
780-594-1661


