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In Depth

CLFNS Joins Treaty Chiefs in Historic Call for Accountability

Cold Lake First Nations (CLFNS) 
stood alongside leaders from 
across Treaties 6, 7 and 8 as the 
Assembly of Treaty Chiefs took 
the historic step of declaring a 
vote of non-confidence in the 
Government of Alberta and the 
United Conservative Party (UCP).

The resolution was passed during 
the Assembly of Treaty Chiefs 
Winter Sitting held February 
2026, on Treaty No. 6 Territory. 
Chiefs from across the three 
Treaty territories gathered to 
address growing concerns about 
the province’s relationship with 
First Nations and its obligations 
under Treaty and the Constitution.

The resolution states that the 
Assembly of Treaty Chiefs has 
lost trust and confidence in the 
Government of Alberta due 
to what leaders describe as a 
continued failure to understand, 
respect, and uphold Treaty-based 
constitutional responsibilities.
The vote was unanimous and 
represents a rare and historic 
step by First Nations leadership. 

The resolution also reaffirmed 
that Treaty Nations maintain a 
nation-to-nation relationship with 
the Crown, and that the Treaties 
form part of the constitutional 
foundation of Canada and the 
provinces.

On March 9th, several Chiefs 
travelled to the Alberta 
Legislature in Edmonton to 
continue pressing the provincial 
government to address these 
concerns.

Chief Kelsey Jacko of CLFNS was 
among those leaders speaking 
directly about the need for 
accountability and meaningful 
dialogue.

“Today, is apparently 
Commonwealth Day and my 
brothers are in England holding 
the King to account on Treaty. 
While we are here to hold the 
Premier to account. No matter 

Assembly of Treaty Chiefs passes unanimous non-confidence resolution citing 
concerns over Treaty rights and governance.

~ Chief Kelsey Jacko addresses the media and public at the Edmonton Legislature on March 9, following a non-confidence vote by the Assembly of Treaty Chiefs.
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CLFNS Joins Treaty Chiefs in Historic Call for Accountability (cont)

what we say, she doesn’t seem to 
hear us,” said Chief Kelsey Jacko 
during a press conference outside 
the Legislature on March 9.

Chief Jacko spoke about the 
ongoing challenges First Nations 
leaders face in trying to work 
with the provincial government.

“We have been trying to work 
with her [Premier Danielle Smith] 
and her MLA’s for years now. She 
keeps saying we have a great 
relationship, but how do you 
have a great relationship with 
someone who doesn’t listen?” 
said Chief Jacko.
He also raised concerns about 
provincial regulatory systems 
and decisions affecting major 
resource projects on Treaty lands.

“The AER and the ACO are 
broken. When the Nations called 
for a complete overhaul last 
year by a resolution, we were 
completely ignored,” said Chief 
Jacko.

Chief Jacko pointed to recent 
provincial decisions involving 
major development projects 
that First Nations say moved 
forward without meaningful 
collaboration.

“Instead the Premier signed not 
one, but two MOU’s with Canada 
about major projects that we are 
supposed to be partners on. We 
have asked to use the federal 
impact assessment process for 
the pathways project and the 
government went behind our 
backs and negotiated that a 
provincial process will be used,” 
he said.

Chief Jacko emphasized that 
First Nations are not opposed to 
development, but that projects 
must consider the long-term 
health of the land.

“We aren’t against development, 
but we want the cumulative 
impacts to be considered. The 
land can only take so much. 

I think most Albertans would 
stand with the Nations when we 
say industry is important but we 
have to build it smart,” said Chief 
Jacko.

During the press conference, 
he also called on Albertans to 
better understand the Treaty 
relationship that underpins the 
province.

“I call on all Albertans to learn 
about Treaty, because you are 
Treaty people too. Come stand 
with us. We demand better,” said 
Chief Jacko.
The Assembly of Treaty Chiefs’ 
resolution also raised broader 
concerns about provincial 
legislation, natural resource 
decisions, and growing 

~ Representatives from Samson Cree Nation hold their flag on the steps of the Edmonton Legislature, March 9.
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~ Chief Sheldon Sunshine of Sturgeon Lake Cree Nationat the Edmonton Legislature, March 9.

separatist rhetoric that leaders 
say could destabilize the Crown-
Treaty relationship. Chiefs 
say discussions about Alberta 
separation have heightened 
tensions because Treaties 
are constitutionally protected 
agreements that predate the 
creation of the province.

Following the Chiefs’ resolution, 
the provincial opposition (NDP) 
attempted to introduce a motion 
of non-confidence in the Alberta 
Legislature.

Government House Leader, 
Joseph Schow, rejected the 
request during debate in the 
Assembly.

Schow said discussions about 
Alberta’s future must remain 
within the framework of the 
Canadian Constitution.

“As we’ve said before, the 
Constitution is the highest law 
in the land, and section 35 of 
the Constitution recognizes 
and affirms existing Aboriginal 
and treaty rights, providing 
constitutional protection for these 
rights. These protections guide 
and bind all levels of government 
in Canada, and they remain 
firmly in place,” said Schow.

Schow also dismissed the 
proposed motion as political 
manoeuvring.

“Mr. Speaker, it is clear that this 
is, as I had said, a political stunt 
led by the NDP attempting to 
distract Albertans from their own 
horrible record,” said Schow.
Other First Nations leaders 
strongly rejected that 
characterization.

“When they minimize First 
Nations and call this non-
confidence vote by the Alberta 
Chiefs ‘a stunt’ I take that 
personally,” said Chief Sheldon 
Sunshine of Sturgeon Lake Cree 
Nation.

Tensions in the Legislature rose 

during the debate when Chiefs 
from the Assembly of Treaty 
Chiefs and representatives from 
Treaty Nations seated in the 
public gallery spoke out.

“This is the people’s House,” 
the Speaker said following a 
disturbance.

“We are the people! We are the 
first people,” the members of the 
gallery responded.

For Cold Lake First Nations 
and other Treaty Nations, the 
message from Chiefs remains 
clear: the Treaty relationship must 
be respected, and meaningful 
dialogue must happen if trust is to 
be rebuilt.

CLFNS Joins Treaty Chiefs in Historic Call for Accountability (cont)

In Depth
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Understanding the “Cows and Ploughs” Claims Process

Many members of our community 
have heard the phrase “Cows 
and Ploughs,” but may still have 
questions about what it means 
and how the claims process works.

“Cows and Ploughs” is an informal 
term used to describe agricultural 
benefits promised to First Nations 
under the Numbered Treaties. 

These agreements included 
commitments to provide livestock, 
farming equipment, and seed to 
support First Nations who wished 
to pursue agriculture.

Cold Lake First Nations is a 
signatory to Treaty 6, which 
included provisions promising 
items such as ploughs, harrows, 
oxen, cows, and seed for crops. 
These agricultural supports were 
intended to help First Nations 
families sustain themselves during 
a period of significant change on 
the Prairies.

Today, the Canadian government 
refers to these treaty commitments 
as agricultural benefits. When First 
Nations believe those promises 
were not fully honoured, they may 
bring forward what are known 
as agricultural benefits specific 
claims.

Cold Lake First Nations and 
the Claims Process

Cold Lake First Nations is currently 
moving forward with negotiations 
in our Agricultural Benefits 
Specific Claim, a long-standing 
issue rooted in the promises made 
under Treaty 6.

Chief and Council have been 
working diligently to secure a fair 
settlement from the Government 
of Canada, ensuring that the 
rights and interests of our Nation 
are respected.

Cold Lake First Nations is 
participating in an accelerated 
negotiation process designed to 

resolve agricultural benefits claims 
more efficiently. This process allows 
negotiations to move forward 
more quickly by bypassing some 
of the steps that can sometimes 
reduce compensation amounts in 
traditional claims processes.

What Happens When an 
Offer Is Made

If negotiations result in a proposed 
settlement amount, the federal 
government presents a formal 
offer to the First Nation.

Chief and Council then review 
the proposal alongside legal 
and financial advisors. However, 
leadership alone does not make 

~ Prairie farmland in the 1890s, showing the type of agriculture First Nations were promised under Treaty 6. (CP/National Archives of Canada) Brock )

Understanding the process behind agricultural benefits claims under Treaty 6 and how 
settlements are negotiated with Canada.
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Community News

Understanding the “Cows and Ploughs” Claims Process (cont)

the final decision.

Before an agreement can be 
finalized, the settlement must be 
presented to the membership.

Community Ratification

Most settlements require a 
ratification vote, which allows 
members of the First Nation to 
decide whether to accept the 
proposed agreement.

Members receive advance 
notice of the vote along with 
detailed information about 
the settlement, including the 
proposed compensation amount 
and the terms of the agreement. 
Community information sessions 
are often held so members can 

ask questions and learn more 
about the proposal.

Members then vote on whether 
to accept the settlement. If the 
majority votes in favour, the 
agreement is finalized and signed 
by both the First Nation and the 
Government of Canada.

What Happens After a 
Settlement

Once a settlement is finalized, the 
compensation is transferred to the 
First Nation.

Each Nation determines how those 
funds will be managed and used. 
In many cases, settlement funds 
are placed into long-term trust 
funds so that they can generate 

investment income and support 
future generations.

Across the country, First Nations 
have used settlement funds 
to support priorities such as 
housing, education, infrastructure, 
economic development, and 
community programs.

Some Nations have also chosen 
to provide per-capita payments, 
meaning a portion of the settlement 
is distributed directly to individual 
members while the remaining 
funds are invested or used for 
long-term community initiatives. 
Each Nation determines its own 
approach based on the needs and 
priorities of its members.

~ The section of the Treaty that details the disputed agricultural benefits.
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Building Financial Confidence in Our Community

On February 26, 2026, Cold 

Lake First Nations hosted a 

community engagement session 

focused on personal financial 

management and building 

financial confidence. The event, 

organized by the CLFN Education 

Department, invited community 

members to learn practical 

financial skills that can support 

both short-term needs and long-

term goals.

Participants had the opportunity 

to engage with ATB Bank 

representatives, who shared 

information on important topics 

including opening a bank 

account, basic investing, money 

management strategies, and 

personal financial planning and 

preparedness. These sessions 

offered guidance on how to 

take concrete steps toward 

financial independence, such as 

tracking spending, setting aside 

savings for emergencies, and 

understanding how to use credit 

responsibly.

Financial literacy is more than just 

understanding money—it’s about 

building habits and confidence to 

make informed financial choices. 

Being financially literate allows 

community members to make 

better decisions about everyday 

expenses, save for future goals, 

and avoid unnecessary debt. 

Practicing financial literacy can 

be as simple as keeping track of 

income and spending, reviewing 

bills regularly, setting achievable 

savings targets, or learning more 

about investments and credit. 

Over time, these habits help 

strengthen financial stability 

and prepare individuals for 

both expected and unexpected 

challenges.

Cold Lake First Nations 

encourages all community 

members to keep an eye out 

for future workshops and 

engagement sessions. Attending 

these events is a great way to 

build skills, ask questions, and 

connect with experts who can 

help support your financial well-

being. Learning about personal 

finance today helps strengthen 

our community’s resilience and 

prepares us all for a more secure 

future.

~ ATB representatives at Cold Lake First Nations during a financial literacy session on Feb. 26.

How learning personal finance skills can help members manage money, plan ahead, and 
make informed financial decisions.
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Department Updates

Social Development Calendar

Youth Centre Calendar
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English Bay Calendar

Mindful Minute
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Emergency Contact List
POLICE EMERGENCY CALL 911 

HEALTH LINK 
DIAL 811

Cold Lake R.C.M.P. 
24 Hours 780-594-3301
Office Hours 780-594-3302 

Victims Services 
Dave Zimmerman 780-594-3302 ext.3

Emergency Medical Services
911

Cold Lake Healthcare Centre 
780-639-3322

Bonnyville Health Centre 
780-826-3311
 
CLFN Emergency Management 
 780-594-7184

CLFN Health Centre   
780-594-2473  

Dene Wellness 	
780-594-1471

FCSS	
780-594-7186

Youth Center	
780-594-7111

John N.A. Janvier School
780-594-3733

Social Development
780-594-6723

Public Works
780-594-1073

Dangerous Goods 
24 Hours 1-800-272-9600 

Poison Centre 24 Hours 
1-800-332-1414 

CANADA SUICIDE PREVENTION 
988

Power Outages Atco Electric 
1-800-668-5506 

Gas Emergencies Northeast Gas 
780-826-4002 

Alberta One-Call 
1-800-242-3447

Petro Canada Station
780-594-1661


